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Clerk: Mrs Penny Brasenell, 13 Rorrington, Chirbury, SY156BX
Email: clerk@ludfordshropshire.org.uk Phone 03330062010
Website: ludfordshropshire.org.uk
Minutes of Ludford Parish Council Extraordinary meeting held at the Ludlow Mascall Centre, Lower Galdeford Ludlow on Monday 7th October 2019 at 1.30pm.
Present: Cllr I Liddle Cllr S Liddle Cllr Nick Young, Cllr Paul Knill, Cllr Jeff Garraway, Cllr Douglas Mason
In Attendance: Parish Clerk – Penny Brasenell 
John Eaton – The Sheet Residents Group 
19/39
Apologies - Cllr Shirley Salmon 
19/40   Declarations of Interest- None
19/41
Vehicle Activated Signage for The Sheet, Ludford


The Clerk confirmed that further information had been supplied by residents at the sheet in relation to a Grant application to the PCC (Police Crime Commission) and a proposed grant towards a VAS sign from Ludford Parish Council. On closer inspection of the Terms and conditions of such a grant Ludford Parish Council would become the Recipient of the grant and therefore the owner of any VAS purchased with it. The Clerk advised residents that the Council would need to meet and resolve to accept such a proposal, and any previous agreements to the Grant application therefore being null and void.


To aid good community relations LPC were brought together in an extraordinary Parish Council Meeting to discuss the matter.


Cllr Young summed up his views and concluded that he would support such an application and subsequent purchase of speed awareness signage and felt that the terms and conditions contained in the application were acceptable.


Cllr Mason confirmed his support for the grant application and subsequent purchase of a sign following extensive research into the effectiveness of the signs.

Cllr Knill was in favour of the sign and the grant application, he pointed out that other main routes have footpaths and The Sheet does not. He also queried the use of a VAS displaying actual speeds. 


Cllr Garraway was concerned that other speed calming measures should be tried and that the use of the VAS could not be relied upon to reduce the speeding problem. Using his experience from the sign already in situ at Rocks Green he had doubts about using public funds on this project but confirmed that he did support traffic calming at the Sheet.


Cllr S Liddle raised various concerns over the Terms and Conditions in the Grant agreement from the PCC, however, does support some form of speed restrictions on The Sheet, Rocks Green and Overton Road. 

Cllr I Liddle concluded that she too has reservations over the Terms and conditions the PCC grant would apply to Ludford Parish Council and felt that without a direct comparative to other Parish Councils applying for such a grant she felt uneasy with the document. Cllr Liddle also expressed some concerns over the effectiveness of the VAS signage over more traditional traffic calming measures.

At this point Councillors invited participation from the Public -Mr John Eaton Spoke

19/42
Public Participation


Mr Eaton confirmed that this option was the residents least favoured and originally Community Speed watch was requested which would have required no input from LPC. West Mercia Police would not allow this type of enforcement due to the excessive speeds being travelled through The Sheet and that this option of a Vehicle activated sign has been suggested by the Police and confirmed acceptable by Shropshire Highways. 


He confirmed that many Parish Councils across the west midlands are applying for the grant and that the funds would go very quickly. He felt that this is too good an opportunity to miss with a possible £3500 being on offer to LPC for a sign.

The meeting became quite heated and the Chair brought the meeting back to order, The Clerk suggested that a resolution be passed in 2 parts to enable both parties i.e residents of The Sheet and LPC to reach a satisfactory outcome.

1. 
Ludford Parish Council Support an application for a Grant from the West Midlands Police Crime Commission – Ambassadors Office for partial funding for a VAS sign on The Sheet

Cllr I Liddle Proposed


Cllr P Knill Seconded


All in favour

2.
£1000 contribution to a VAS to be installed at The Sheet, together with subsequent responsibility for maintenance, replacement, public liability and damage liability of the sign to be under taken by Ludford Parish Council, such funds to be held in an Escrow account until such time as all conditions have been fulfilled


Cllr Young proposed

Cllr S Liddle Seconded

All in favour

The Clerk confirmed that Mr Eaton could send off the application form to the PCC in a good and timely manner, but further research and comparisons to similar Parish Councils with reference to the PCC terms and conditions would need to be made before a grant  agreement could be signed by Ludford Parish Council.

Date of the next meeting 18th November 2019
Meeting closed at 15.10
Signed Chairman
Signed Clerk 
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