
LUDFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Locum Clerk: Mrs J Madeley Cherry Oaks Farm 74 Lower Monkhall Monkhopton Bridgnorth Shropshire WV16 6Xf 
Email:  LudfordPC@hotmail.com. Phone 01746 785175 Website: www.Ludfordpc.org.uk
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Ludford Parish Council held at the Ludlow Mascall Centre, Lower Galdeford Ludlow on Monday 8th May 2017 commencing at 7.00pm

1. Election of Chairman. Former Councillor North took the chair for this item. It was RESOLVED to elect Councillor I Liddle. Councillor Liddle thanked her for her time as chair. 
2. Apologies. No apologies were received.  Present. Councillors I Liddle, S Liddle, T Crowther, P Knill, C Mckenna, S Salmon and N Young.  Also, Present Shropshire Councillor Parry and four members of the public. 
3. To declare Disclosable/Other Interests. No interests were declared. 
4. Public Participation.  Four members of the public were present. 
5. Introduction and Report from Shropshire Councillors.  Shropshire Councillor Parry was congratulated on being re-elected.  She reported on her findings when canvassing and she has promised to inform residents as early of possible issues that will directly affect them.  
6. To approve the Minutes of the Previous Meetings held on 13th March 2017.  It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th March 2017.  (after reference to the retired councillors present).
7. Matters arising from the Minutes. (note this is for items on the agenda only).
a.   Whitcliffe Road/Overton Road Junction traffic. Item deferred.  
b. Request from resident re issues in Ludford. Item deferred. 
8. Election of Councillors to the following positions. It was RESOLVED to elect the following councillors to the following roles. 
a) Vice Chairman. Councillor Young.  
b) Ludlow and Clee Local Joint Committee.  Councillor I Liddle.
c) Conservation Group/LCAAC.  Councillor I Liddle.
d) Friends of Whitcliffe. Councillor Crowther.
e) Teme Weirs Trust. Councillor S Liddle.
f) In and Out of Ludlow. Councillor Knill. 
g) Flood Forum. Councillor S Liddle.
h) Consider nominating someone to be considered as a trustee of the 
Ludford Alms houses. Councillor Young. 
9. Adopt code of conduct (see pack) compulsory. It was RESOLVED to adopt the presented code of conduct. 
10.  Planning Items a) Planning Applications:
· 17/01176/VAR Variation of Condition 1 (opening hours) attached to planning permission 11/04941/VAR 1 Foldgate Lane (co-op).  It was RESOLVED to raise no objection.  

· 16/04476/FUL Use of land of four glamping units for holiday letting    accommodation.  Amendment.  It was RESOLVED to raise no objection. 
· Planning Applications considered between meetings: none. 
b) Planning Applications Decisions since last meeting.
· 16/05181/FUL Erection of extension to dwelling, erection of car port and installation of sewage treatment plant.  Spring Cottage Steventon Road Ludlow.  Grant Full Planning Permission.
· SC/00277/16 Tree Preservation Order Woodland Longmeads Ludford.
c) Ludlow Conservation Area Advisory Committee (LCAAC). No report.  
d) Any other urgent planning matters. None. 
11. Highway Items. It was RESOLVED to defer to the extra meeting in June. a. Any new   issues to report.
     b. Report from Clerk re meeting with Shropshire Council regarding Whitcliffe Road and Overton Road Ludford.

12. Financial Items:  It was RESOLVED to defer items a to d until the June Meeting. 

a) Approve internal Audit.

b) To approve the Annual Audit and Governance Statement

c) To approve the Accounts for payment

c) To Review standing orders, Risk Assessment, assets and insurance requirements.
d) To approve the Accounts for payment. 
      (See separate list.) 
e) Approve application to Transparency fund for grant of £360.  (received already). Noted. 
f) Shropshire Council precept for Parish Council received £3785.00. noted. 
13. Bank mandate changes.  The bank account mandate is out of date. Clerk and former chair have completed a new mandate to move the account over to the new councillors.  Move to the June meeting for completion. Clerk to complete for all councillors to be signatories. 
14. Clerk Vacancy.  Consider way forward to employ a permanent clerk. It was RESOLVED to advertise for a new clerk with the help of SALC. 
15.  Approve meeting schedule for next Parish Council year. (see separate sheet). It was RESOLVED to adopt the schedule of meeting every other month on the third Monday. 
16. Consider training for all councillors.  SALC training.  It was RESOLVED to undertake training for all councillors at the Mascall Centre.  
17. Receive report from Locum clerk and decide a way forward.  Noted.
18. Date of next meeting.  Consider holding a meeting in June 19th June. 
 July meeting date 17th July. It was RESOLVED to hold the extra meeting in June.  The meeting was declared closed at 9pm.
1. Chairman:   The chair of the Parish council’s role is explained in attached document.
7a. 1. Junction:  Clerk met with Highways officer to discuss the issue of large vehicles turning right and scouring the verge. (which is of archaeological merit and SSSI site.  In order to put in the relevant type of kerb stone which would be a barrier type


An example.

In order to install this type of kerbstone several feet of the verge would have to be cut back and then back filled.  In order to do that the stone would have to be drilled away.  In order to disturb the bone bed permission from the Department of environment would be needed at the very least.  This would all be very costly and the project would have to be costed and a bid into the capital works pot made.  There is currently no evidence there is a safety issue.  The verge is dealing with the turning vehicles probably better than the kerb stones will.  The exposed stone is in good condition and solid.  There is weather damage to the cliff at the back of the site.  That is in much poorer condition.
2. Parking on Park Road Ludford.  A resident raised the issue of parking on the grass area on Park Road.  There are some stones marking the verge edge along the grass area.  Some of these are knocked over.  It is suggested by Shropshire Council that these stones are put back up and supported by some banking of soil.  This could be done out of the highway maintenance budget.  The suggestion was to write to one particular person who parks regularly in the area.  The parish council has no power or right to do this and even writing to one person would not stop others parking in the space.  Preventing parking there would be the solution if that is what the parish council wants to do.  There is nothing illegal in parking on the verge.  Way forward is to resolve to obtain a quote to put the stone back up with the banking support.
8. Information about each organisation the Parish Council can elect a representative too.
a. Vice chairman.  Fill in for the chair when not available. 

b. Ludlow and Clee Local Joint Committee. 
A committee arranged by Shropshire Council of local parish and town councils and Shropshire councillors to discuss and hear about local issues. Usually meets up to 4 times a year.  Usually 8 meetings (two meetings a quarter one a prep meeting).
c. Conservation Group/LCAAC.
    To follow 
d) Friends of Whitcliffe
Whitcliffe meet by- monthly beginning January with AGM in July. Meeting are held on Thursday evenings at the Feathers Hotel.
A representative would keep the Council up to date with FoWC activities and their management of the 52 acre Common under the direction of Shropshire Wildlife Trust. This is a very active committee, working on Whitcliffe with a volunteer workforce and professionals when necessary, promoting their Friends group and fundraising. We would expect help, advice and contribution to discussion but without voting rights as stated in our constitution.

e) Teme Weirs Trust

                 With the main project completed, we now meet 4 times a year with an AGM in November. Extra meetings if/when necessary. Meetings are generally held on Tuesday afternoons at Feathers Hotel.
                 A representative keeps the Council up to date on TWT activities. giving help, advice and contributions to TWT where/when possible or appropriate. They have no voting rights as per our constitution.

f) In and Out of Ludlow

In and Out of Ludlow (IOL) is an informal forum chaired by town councillor Jim Smithers with myself as vice-chair. Hosted by Ludlow Town Council, its membership is drawn from officers and councillors from the town and Shropshire. Parishes round Ludlow are also welcome to attend as are members of the public.

The aims of IOL are:

To provide a forum for residents, councillors and organisations to seek consensus on traffic, transport, parking and access issues in and around Ludlow.
Further details of the forum’s aims are given below.

IOL meets every six weeks at the Guildhall and it has so far met twice.

At the first meeting, the forum considered priorities for future meetings (minutes). These include short term projects, such as improved waymarking to and around the town centre, and longer term ambitions, including a transport hub and taking control of the town’s car parks from Shropshire Council.

The second meeting looked at a wide range of issues (minutes). These included: loose paving and trip hazards; town centre litter; parking in Jockey Field and Teme Avenue; cars and vans rat running in Lower Corve Street; motorcycles parking in Events Square; access to Quality Square; pedestrian wayfaring; the Weeping Cross & Lower Galdeford junction; and the East Hamlet junction. Simon Jones, Shropshire Council’s new portfolio holder for transport attended. He said he asked for a report on whether the £1 Sunday parking scheme introduced in Shrewsbury could be extended to towns like Ludlow.

g) Flood forum

There appears to be a flood forum but not sure there needs to be a representative.  

h) Trustee of the Alms houses.
There is a separate document explaining the rules about trustees of Alms houses.  In a nut shell Ludford Parish Council can nominate someone, it does not have to be a parish councillor, who can be considered by the existing trustee board.  The Trust will decide if the nominee is appropriate and will be able to take the decisions required of a trustee.  Meetings of the Trustees are totally confidential and cannot be reported to the parish council.  The nominated person will not be representing the parish council in the ways set out for other organisations but will have to act in the best interests of the Alms-house Trust.   (from experience this is not unusual for trusts. Jayne).
9b. a. New applications:  17/01176/VAR Variation of Condition 1 (opening hours) attached to planning permission 11/04941/VAR 1 Foldgate Lane (co-op)
b. Planning Decisions Received

· 16/05181/FUL Erection of extension to dwelling, erection of car port and installation of sewage treatment plant.  Spring Cottage Steventon Road Ludlow.  Grant Full Planning Permission.
·        SC/00277/16 Tree Preservation Order Woodland Longmeads Ludford.
11d.  List of invoices to pay:

         1. Shropshire Association of Local Councils (info included in pack) £259.42. chq 880
         2. N Power Street lighting power £74.31 and £1.80 Chq 881 £76.11
         3. Mrs J Madeley £1206.48 Chq no 882
         4. HMRC £252.00 Chq no 883.

         5. Zurich Municipal Insurance £330.27 Chq 884
         6. Mr K Adams £no more than £150.00 Chq 885
14. Dates for Ludford Parish Council meetings:
19th June 2017 (suggested extra meeting)
17th July 2017

18th September 2017

20th November 2017

15th January 2018

19th March 2018

21st May 2018 Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish and Annual meeting of the Parish Council

All at 7pm and held at Ludlow Mascall Centre Ludlow. (known as meeting outwith i.e. not in the Parish). All subject to availability at the centre.

Parish Councillors are expected to attend all meetings.  If not able to attend they should provide a valid reason with their apology to the clerk. If meetings either of the parish council or representing the parish council are not attended for six months the parish councillor ceases to be such and a casual vacancy arises. 


